Good handwriting: a vital element of a district nurse's duty of care.
Written records and prescriptions continue to be common in district nursing and will continue to be until the Government achieves its goal of a fully digital NHS by 2018. The main issue with written records and prescriptions is the risk to patient safety caused by poor handwriting, resulting in illegible instructions and prescriptions. In this article the author considers the duty of district nurses to write clearly and highlights the financial and human cost of poor handwriting.